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The decision of President Wilson to

read in person Ins message to Oongress
if :i bold rc-vlv.il of ttH ancient pio-
cedent at a psychological moment. The
net that Washington and the elder
\dani5 It. the llm <la>* of the repub-
liu did what b' will do to-n;oirow
would not of itself havo been sumcient
reason to impel ltitn to repeat their
course, although the action may be
considered a return to the simpler and
more direct procedure of ohl time.
This unusual and somewhat spec-

taeuinr departure fr< m custom ac-

(pilesecd in for more than a century
and a quarter will have two n-uits.
It will lix the attention of the country
upon Congress. and then upon the
Democrat!' majority i <'"U t e> and
what It has pledged itself to" do It j
Trill brine Home to the American peo¬
ple the fact that the Democratic ma¬

jority of the IIou>o of Representatives,
all save a few Senators of the demo¬
cratic majority, a.id the President, are
endeavoring to reduce the high eost oi
living through revision of the tariff,
and that certain democrats in the
Senate and the Republican minority
therein are united in an nttenipt to
block legislation tlmt would, through
tnrilT revision, reduce tiie high iost of
living. The spotllght i« flashed upon
l'ongrrss, and in the centre of < on; res

Is the little "band of legislative puppets
who obey the orders of Special Privi¬
lege and work together against the
weal of the American people. P.y
going in person to t'onsross, President
Wilson makes it as plain as day to
the country that the executive and
legislative departments are working as

one man foi the reduction of the tariff ;
and that the opposition comes from a

few individual!*, whom the country
must hold responsible fot any failure
to p.iss elilcient tariff legislation. Re¬
sponsibility is directly laid upon the
shoulders of the servants of Spei ;il
Privilege: they ate made to stand out
where all may see them ar.d tlo> nanus
upon their collars.

President Wilson's course in person¬
ally appearing before the national leg¬
islature to read his mess;i_;o Involves
no detriment to the republic. The
Federal Constitution merely says that
.he shall from lime to time give to
Congress Information of the state of
the I'uioii and recommend to tholi co»-
hldetation surh measures as ho shall
Judge necessary and expedient." There
is nothing there to inhibit him from
appearing in person to give that Infor¬
mation and to recommend tho--. tn< as-
un The matter lies wholly within
ids own discretion. Ah Governor of
New Jersey, Woodrow Wilson tlei-lan-d,
i: Kpeakii' ' the executive, that "it
is no presumption on his part and
no Invasion of the tit-hts of any othei
branch id government, if l .. presses
his view:, tt: any form that h> pleases
upon tin law-making 1- par¬
liamentary system is based directly
upon that of Kngl:n,<4. and In England '

the constitutional head of the country,
the. King, .«o'i*iy:tim*v- r. it-is a m-s.-ago
to Parliament. The Kt.gll.-h larlia-j
.Hilary system Is v.-'tl- better tli.-.n'

outs I.t-t no inan condemn the .-nit -e
i .' the Pri-.-ldeiL tintil It is siren whetlu-r
or not It i: mor«- effective than our t
system of a divided responsibility that
has wrought so deleterlously ;. nd dis-
: is.'tt-torily.

\s Governor of New Jersey, Wood-
ow Wilson exercised executive leader-

. if > at lie threat-'Mieii no m.n 11.- did
. ,?e tii; power of pat; «.nago to

punish; he :m.:cst<M. advised, at-' co-
pi rated.. He did not impru; ly inter-

th II,. leglslali trtnii -1 t,
1 11 '« urged it forward. Tn.-.t

tirli !.. 1 ?iii. b
ity. to do a:, Prrslden, i*
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lectful of the opport <initl-s {¦ ,,

lion through picture-. Tn <*i:er . ;tK-
of smaller si7.« there are p ra.. : er;; ,...

idhltlojip. .call.eied l.> »?ift and j- .nil
putchase front all ovet- tho world. In
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Kansas City, for example.-tho public
library contains a sot of reproductions
of European masterpieces, provided, if

j wo rumotnber right. by that generous

j and const: uctlvo cltiaen, William K.
I Nelson. To tho permuuont collections
| nro added from timo to time such an¬
imal shows as that of tho Socloty of
Western Artists ami of tho American
Water Color Society.
A feature has also been made in somo

places of loan exhibits from tho pri-
vate galleries of wealthy men and
women. Certainly, In tho homes of
Kichmond nro many paintings of both
esthetic ami historical interest. Can
there be a worthier enterprise than that

'of occasionally placing such works <>:i

public view? Why should not the Im¬
petus of this exhibition carry us on to
more ambitious things"

ItCt.tMM. Vtll'Mi VOTKHS.
Wo are glad to publish a letter on

' some "f the practical causes of the
imliiYerenco manifested by young men
toward the grave public <luty of voting.
The Times-iMi-patch thinks it Is a good
sign that this communication is from
one of the young voters. Jt gives the
point of view that must be taken into
account by any campaign for vigorous
civic interest among young men. it
should Ik- read and pondered by young
enthusiasts and veteran laborers for
the common good. We ivould be very
glad if other short expressions of
opinion on this scheme might come to
us. We need ligdit. The problems can-
not be solved by speculation and
theory. The future of the South is in
the hands of the young men. The
Times-Dispatch believes in the young
man and stands for him. It trusts
that he may be inspired by all that Is
fine in our tradition to face new

problems and gather into our life tho
best of modern ideals.
This young vot< r gives four reasons

for the .lethargy of his fellows:
First, the lack of school instruction

of a practical kind to lit them for cit¬
izenship.

Second, the failure of parents and
older men to s« t the example of an

active anil patriotic devotion to pub-
lie service.

Third, the want "f confidence in the
young man as a citizen ami orticc-
holder.

Fourth, the failure of the community
to provide a public library, whence
knowledge and inspiration can be
drawn by young men

Wo know ii" more serious charges j
that could be made than these. If
ti:.- voung man is not given instruc-
tlon <>r knowledge, example or oppor-
tunity, can w- wonder that he neglects
to n glster" If the community Is not
int, rested In the v oting man and his
pore Utilities, is i» strange that tile
young man feels no interest in the
communit y

These' four points go at the very
root of eivlc virtue. They stand as

an indictment by the accused against
his accusers. They are too grave to'
be answered oil'-liaml b> platitudes
ar.d banalities. 11> part, we must ad¬
mit their truth. We have, no public
library to which a y.otrng man may go
for information. Is It not funda¬
mentally futile lo persuade young men
to register by personal campaigning,
yet to give tiiem no fountain of past
wisdom or present practh e to teach
lliem how to vote?

'i'lie Times-1 dspatch «has repeatedly
charged that one of the chief vices
of the so-called "machine" is the
stifling of legitimate ambitions for
public service in young men. l'« r-
jonal qualilicatlon - and friendship ton
often dictate candidacies, and not the
ability to perform public functions
efficiently and economically. Voung
men cannot enter the nice on their
ability and they have no "pull."

Finally, and most Importantly, ha.
ihe tradition of service failed In Vir
gmia? Are the elders so interested in
money-malting and private ambitions
i at they no longer mold the hearts
and minds of their sous in the line r
duty to the Commonwealth? It was
not oi eC a If l! b< true now. then
Virginia will some day have a bitter
aw a keiiing.

I IMIIt.l. AMI DOWN DM,1..
I.Ike the justly famous. but

vacillating King of France, tlint Fnl
ton street car line marclu's up tho
hill and then comes down again. So
r a., do tie people of Fulton. The
trouble .seems to be that the bond did
I e 11 pecify who; e hill W Ill' lilt We
trust the t'.ty i:n;l|e.r will be giv-a
power to rial.e (his mountain back

i ei i,;! n il m'dehil I.

III M \ \ lli;i I.\>1 tTIIIN.
There is lirmor among prisoners In

<e.-puiai'ie pro' f that criminals <; u l«
i formed and trusted just like other
n,ei s supplied in th. experience of
<>;cren with it.-. pr ison honor system.
T e 1. !. ni: of the old prison disci-
pi. and the evils of prison contract
lain r re .-lowly vet surely being,

ii . <i i"i more scientific and more
I « »! eg on Iliad to hi'Ve

Jill : t* \ .. <¦:' the wort-! prison s>.^
I' ;..ol the infaieoUM "water cure."

u t!i ir horrible devh .. for torturing
lCculcit! ii.t convict into submission,

'l it v..-is when men wen do; d and
ton in e,; t'* lealh in it dr i.ae : il cells.
\ d. i he 'i < n per, 1 : tein
V.. la b prov. m< o v e that whw h
existe.i l\v cel.- n il hefo. , \

tem t ish':n til wuli h nhodlcd
the spirit and not ;. few of the inctln ds
"t tic In.|iu II Ion.
To-day eonvn ts nie tie. tcd as men

<goli, not as rlld b
the i oad! a ud .. 1,11

i i work, wltho.it being able to l-ll
them from the Usual industrious t'nn .

laborers. No glial ds surround theiu,pacing hack and forth with load*-
»I lies. Tho convict" a i o re.- ¦... ,, (t f. (>n
'.1 .1 into tlie wo ds tv | .. ..pin.
would he difficult but tho on! |<.
Cat holds them lno i; ti. '..own wold
ol h'.nor. They have proud:. i ->t t,.
e ape. .Mid they keep their w .i i
homes arc around them. \ct th< conn

p(pb do not fea r 11 <
x

'.em help nii'l sympathy. Not i.,-
> roup of farmers v. i v< c

11 1 ;. dinner in a grove re j,, ,.

were,working, and tint at tin rU:-,

table with them under tho treec. When
the fablo had been cleared away, sev¬
eral of the prisoners voiced their ap¬
preciation. Said one:

"l.'ildcr a oyatom like this, where
wo are treated uh men. tho best wo
can do Is scarcely sufficient. Under
compulsion and guarded by cold steel
and heartless men, tho least we can
no is good enough. Wo feel that un¬
der such a system as the* present one.
incarceration Is a help, and not a hind¬
rance. In getting us re-established as
beneficial members of society."
dovprnor West, of Oregon, sustains

his contention that tho new system
works well by pointing out that in
the two years, 190!>-'10, just before the
adoption of tho honor system, about
thirty men escaped from prison. Pome
were killed, soino were captured; some
aro still at large. Since the honor
plan went into operation but three men
have broken their word, and, taking
:dvanIape of the absence of guards,
have escaped. Ono has been recap¬
tured. And yet the system was tried
out in tho long summer months, when
tlie wanderlust is strongest, when work
is hardest, when temptation to cast off

j the invisible shackle of honor is great-
est, and when it is easiest to go into
the woods and sleep and llnd food there
iaii111 the danger zone has been left bc-

'hind. "1 believe in tho prisoners," af-
firms Governor West. "They are sav-
ahle. I believe In plenty of whole-

I some, cheerful and useful labor. I
i elleve that Jesus Christ and John
Howard and Abraham l.lncoln were

full of gentle sympathy and stern jus-
tico and did all they could to help the
unfortunate. I want to emulate them."
Mas Virginia notliit to learn from

Oregon"

IIA I) ItO.VDS KUSTKIl ll-MTKIIACY.
'1 lie advantages of good roads no

lonper have to be preached. livery
county realizes their value and would
bo glad to have them. It is now most
important to tell how the money for
roads may be raised and explain the
methods of buiJdiug permanent high-
ways. Yet it is still worth emphasiz¬
ing the benefits of pood roads as an in¬
vestment. The money can be raised In
rome way or other, provided fhe people
are sufilcietitly impressed with the re¬

turn they will got
One of tho results >>f good roads, as

pointed out in tin Southern Good llonds
Monthly, is a higher standard of edu¬
cation. The economic value of an edu¬
cated citizenship is even more Impor¬
tant than the immediate economic ben-
etits from improved means of trans¬
portation. Social advance goes hand
in hand with industrial and agricultu-
ral progress.
The country child who must wade

through snow and mud to school is
handicapped. Part of tho year he will
lie unable to attend. When he does,
he will not be as well prepared to
profit by his instruction, Pad road:-;
go with poor schools, indifferent teach-
< i s and curtailed sessions. Good- roads
enhance land values, make prosperous
communities, and so provide better
schools, with full terms.
Some instructive figures are quoted.

Tn live good roads States.Massachu¬
setts, llhode Island. Connecticut, Ohio
and Indiana.some 77 per cent of chil¬
dren of school age are in school. About

per cent of the roads in theso States
has been Improved In five bad roads
States.Alabama, Mississippi. Georgia,
Arkansas and South Dakota.with 2
per cent of Improved roads, less than
CO per cent of children are in school.
' >f .S,000,000 people in four bad roads
States, 375.000 native-born whites can¬

not read and write. Of 6,000,000 in
four good roads States, only -O.ritiO are
ill i tera to.
The majority of the bad roads States

arc in the South. Tho percentage of
i 11 i t \ is especially high in the'
South. The moral is obvious.

.'Tilr. vanishing iwutvv
What of tlii progress of the Pro-

g ros; ve part.v
Heturns from elections held in parts

of the country widely remote from one:
another last week are regarded in cer¬
tain quarters as straws indicating
which way the tide Is going.

In the, town of Hempstead. New York,
v. here last fall the Progressives
polled I votes, they could secure!
but 1.SK last week. In the same place
the I'eputilican vote Increased from
'.'.7-J1 Inst November to 4,219 last week.

It: Chicago, which was carried by the
Progressives in tho last general'elec¬
tion. tin y finished as a poor third in
last wei h*s local election.

St l.ouis, the Pepubllcans elected
M . iii'v H Kiel, their candidate for
M,' ./ >. by a plurality of 'MHO, over the
I (eii'oet: lie eandidate, Prank II Ger-
,:.:t. 'the Progressive < anriidate, whom
Theodore Roosevelt has personally in
doned, received 4.fill votes out of ii

total of l^'fi.OOO east, finishing about
lutes behind the Socialist <*andi-

dat'. t* whom mora than fi.oO'i votes
were east.

t >o the.-e local elections prove
whether or not the Progressive party
posses solidarity and endurance*'
T Aii. iiv Journal, tho personal
organ of William Pair.es, Jr. of New
York, one hi tho most prominent of
old-lire Kepiiblieau bosses, believes
that tlie-e U'tiirns iiidicato that the
Prof r< - i Vf ;.:«rt >' is "an evaneseent
P rod u. t f al rr.it on, not a perma-
Jient oi:< o*" ,a (o tiiilto movement in a
rew dilu tion a puff-ball growth
11Dm spores .spread by an individual
evirleiil goirg the way that puff
tails go." Doubtless, desire is here
I; her to belief. The overwhelming
j.. epo|n|eralien of te i111<.11% of the late
lei lions i; that the old Itepublican
put' i a coo.t ileal nearer Un- j.lave
<h; ii l!:, Prog re.s^ \ e oll'slioot.

i \ih» llcase "has broke loose again.'*
i'li i-. tively speaking, he !:« firing off

i a i.ti with i aeii hand and .veiling
i the top of his voice

an reading about the pleasant
!hn ;.-,s done nt opct. :*.!.. "ehc-ola, Ir>. -111.1
..g resting on u col and drinking fi/ tn

i .i 1U. we are inspired with a dem- to
.et a modern education

If John Powell want. ;¦ ii ill owd
hlln give one of Mioni iVi'Sllme

» .liibit ions In Jioveu flat a

On the Spur of the Moment
By Roy K. Moulton

I'oor Old .Multln.
She was muny years In eollogo
And acquired a lot of knowlodgo,
On the ologlcs and isms she Is strong:,

j Sho just dotes on reading Ibson
And slio loves Charles Dana Gibson;On theosophy and clliica she is

strong.

I Jut she can't bake a enke
I IJke bor mother used to make,

Nor n pie. we are very much afraid.
And site can't mend a skirt,
Sew a button on a shirt,

I So she's only just a poor old ninid.

She hits got a lot of scholars
Anil is earning her own dollars
And she's living in a cozy little flat.

Does she have to beg each penny ,! From a husband? Well, not any;
She's no family to care for but a cat.

And she doesn't have to bako
Any bread or pie or cake
or wash or iron, rake or hoc or spadel.ike her mother usoil to do

All tin- livelong summer through,
So site's glad she's just a poor old

maid.

Krom the Itlekeyviile Clarion.
.Mrs. 1 jomuel Wiggins was disap¬pointed in love about forty years at'o,

shortly after she married I.em, and
her iiusband's disappointment was
equally keen. Airs. Lem is now one
of the prominent members of our
sewin' circle and she can scent a scan¬
dal in a family three years before it
happens. Some women are so durncd
religious that they can't hoar to see
anybody else happy.
A feller kin be a fool otice or twice

without hurtin' him much, but there
ain't any hope fei .1 feller who makes
a practice of it. year in and year out.
The throe best things in this world

to be out of is politics, Jail and debt,
The most hulnorous tiling in the

world is human nature and thi*ro Is
always goin' to be enough human na-
lure dentin" around to make life worthlivin'.

15y the time a feller has learned whatall of the French items on a cafe billof fare mean lie lias spent all of his
money and has to eat at a one-armed
restaurant.

,
It is piirty well nigh impossible todo anything: fer a feller who believesin failure.
The feller who wastes worth oftime trying: to save cents never be¬

comes a ureal captain of industry.Nowadays when a feller's family hasbeefsteak for dinner the neighborsbi yin to look wise and inquire wiierehe .not his money.
We see a want ad in tlie paper: ;"Wanted, steady position by man wtiounderstands horses." This Is ihe tlrsttime we ever linow d that horses couldtalk.

(might mi the I'ly.A Missouri woman l> s traded herhusband for a mule. The husband isprobably satisfied, even if the muleisn't.
John !> only pot $110,000,000 at thelatest Standard *>11 melon cutting, butif this happens three or four tiflies a

year he may be able to worry along.Turkey needs money In that re¬gard Turkey is much like all otherprincipalities and powers.

Observations li) \ unrig Vulrr,To it." '.VH'.or of The Times-Ulspatch:Sir.. 1 have read with interest themany articles relative t<» the Indiffer¬ence of young men In the matter ofsuffrage, and as I luive iccently be¬come of voting age and mingle with anumber of young men who have andwill become entitled m this privilege.1 might be able to add a word to whathas been said.
As lias been stated, it is astonishingto note the number of men sn theiryouth who take no interest whatevercither in < it-, or State matters Espe¬cially is thii true «.f the city of Uicli-miJiid. In my estimation there are sev¬eral things responsible for thin stateof affair:- In the ilrst place, there is alack of interest in this line of workamong the

I hose \vh |< ll ();¦ \
boy in 11j.- teens,
which such mat't
shape in his inn
subjects taught

ds, especially among
e tie control t}ie
which is the aire in
ers should he gj. ¦. 11
. d as well as ot. er
n til. r>:;Mlf» school*M this stage of a boy's school careerhis mind is in the condition to be im¬pressed for a lasting aood. If by meai.sot constant reference to everyday prac¬tical matters !. umlil l»c hiought toface the existing conditions if tit.,and State interest'.- through his schooldays, there would be nothing that couldbett< r benefit the ,this line.

Another fault i =
training in the
many men are tv
a 11 that might ha
the boy in taking

.. -ont -<lny evil along
th* lack of properhome circle. How

'.re who have done
.<. beon done to aid
lobi of such matterswitii the proper interest'.' The ten¬dency has been to let the school takecare of the boy while the father at¬tends to business, and. on th« otherhand, the schools have not taken thenecessary steps, so neither have main¬tained the proper position In the mat-t er.

Another thing might be added whichseems apparent also. The fact thatthe public in general has not mani¬fested eor.fldence ill the voting mail tosuch an extent that It has gone to anyeffort to attract the attention to thesematters. In many places the older menhave interested the younger set incivic malt* is to such an extent thatclubs have been organized, both politi¬cal and nonpartisan mid many of themui*-et onee a month or oftoner. Suchmatters as are before the public as anInterest in the people are discussed anddebated bv these cluiis. To my know¬ledge, no in b movement has ever beenstarted for the young men In Kich-inond
The public must make the man be¬coming a citizen feel that he has apart in the public welfare. He mustbe shown wherein public improve¬ments benefit blin as well as bis olderfellow-mail. And public improvements,t o. have a great amount of good tobestow upon a man in shaping himfor good citizenship. The things thatmake for civic pride and public welfareshould he brought to bear upon himfrom ill sides and ill all matters. Oneif the most beneficial improvements

Abe Martin

T)r feller that sings at his work
never hoars th' whistb?. Joe l.ark, th'
clever an' ncvommodatin' clerk at th'
New Palace Hut-tel. has cut out coffee,
uh It Keeps him awake.

In instilling prldo and patriotism In
tho heart or a pooplo is oxcellont and
well-kept streets. TIiIb Ih ono of tho
most direct lUvaiiB of seeing whero a
man's tux ami his public support }!oe?:A street Is tin- ono thing In which all
tho people are brought In contact with
dally, till classes and a«cs. It aflects
the

"

people directly, nioro than any
other Improvement of a city. »hen
tho taxpayer and voter atop* "P.®11,street which Is well-paved, wolt-koptand cleaned, it enthuses him will)
prldo for tho city In which lio liven.
On the other hand, when ono enters
upon tho street In tho sweeping winds
of March to l>o greeted with clouds of
Ken..-laden dust and dirt, he liidlg-uantlv heaps wrath atld threats uponthe authorities who are responsible for
such conditions. Ills city pride and
respect for Kovernnient Is dispersed,land ho asks himself what Is tho use
lo pav tax; what Is tho uso to support'a government, when there Is. soem-j InKlv, no kooiI to be derived rrom It?
when tin* voter or nonvoter stepsupon tho streets of Richmond, ho Is aharrier in summer to rolliuK clouds ofdust and a mudsill for tho winterweathers.
Another necessity for the welfaroof tho youiiK people, especially thosowho havo not the means of acquiringan education through school. Is a pub¬lic library. Not only does this-add tothe benefit of this class, but to thosowho have left school for various reu-j sons and desire to continue such workin libraries in connection with their1 dally task. Instead of throwing bothboys and girls upon the streets at nightI for amusement, there should be a pub-lie library to which all classes couldI go wml make themselves acquaintedwith the many problems before thopeople for their welfare, by means ofI daily, weekly and other periodicalswhich ileal with matters of public in-terest. Aside from this fact, it makesa place for spending tho eveningswhore many of tho young people aremade street walkers, which neitheradds to their own benefit nor to thopublic.
Whllo there are many reasons fortho lack of such interest, those amonly a few as I havo observed in myown experience and in my associationwith others. ONE OF Til KM.

The Wonthcr Man I'rotcntN.To the Kdltor of The Times-Dispatch:.Sir,.Part of the work done by thelocal office of the Weather Bureau istho forecasting of flood stages In .lamesKiver. Conditions preceding and at¬tending floods, therefore, have nat-urally been flic subject of clout) studyon the part of this office, and in thecourse of the past seventeen years dur¬ing which these forecasts have beenissued, as required, we have lenrnerlsomething of the varying conditionsthat affect the stream, from the un¬equal per cent of risn-off. or drainage,yielded by douse soils like clay ascompared with light soils, such assandy loams, to the varying per centof run-off occurring at different sen-
sons of the year, due to a retarded oraccelerated rate of evaporation, whichin turn results from differences in thetemperature of air and of soil at suchseasons.

I have, therefore, read with some In¬to; est the account in your Sunday Issueof our local flood conditions. In thisit is stated that the rise was greaterthan predicted, and that "at mldn'.ehtthe gauge stood at eighteen feet, am?rising steadily."
I would like to know on what gaugethis eighteen-foot reading was tak mi.and from what source, if any. a pre¬diction of less than seventeen feet an

.< maximum height was obtained. Cer¬tainly neither the one nor the other
came from this office.
Omitting i lie telegraphic warningswe s- rii out Thursday evening and Fri¬day morning to Columbia and to l.vneh-l> ;rir. wo issued by telephone to localInterests on Friday morning prelirnl-narj warnings "f a seventeen-footstaue of watt i here. and advisod allparties likely to be affected l>y such arise to i-of threatened material out oftho way. No change In this warningwas made until lato Saturday night,when supplemental information thatthe ri\ T would go a. littie higher than

seventeen feet, and possibly to eigh¬teen feet as a maximum, late at nightor early Sunday morning, was issued.The readings of the river, as takenfrom the Weather Bureau gauge -itthe Southern Rallwav bridge, showed acontinuous slow rise Saturday la slow
rise was predicted by this olllce). ami
at midnight tin; iraugc was slightlyabove seventeen feot and still risingslowly, reaching its highest point. 17.T,feet, at. :: A. M. Sunday and remainingat a stand at that height until ft A. M.Sunday, when it began to fall slowly,reading 17 4 feet at 11 A. M. and 17feet at i: 1'. M.
Your article Is somewhat misleadingand Indirectly does this office an injus¬tice, since It does not exclude us fromtho general statement that tho freshet

went higher than was predicted, and
was eighteen feet and rising at mid¬night Saturday.
There are thousands of your readersIn Richmond who do not recuive floodwarnings directly from Mils office, but

get their information fron. your col¬
umns, and to such it will no doubt
appear that we have made an error In
our flood prediction, when, as u matterof fact, we forecast the exact heightto within a few inches nearly forty-eight hours ahead of its occurrence,ami gave the hour of occurrence asclosely as it Is possible to estimatesuch data.

Prediction of the maximum heigh'that mav be expected In limes of flood
!¦- difficult under the rnoyt favrahjecircumstances, and \s.il not alwaysverify as closely as did this present
one.

Will you not kindly i-xtrnd the cour¬
tesy of space in your columns for thiscommunication, and at tho same timeindicate what gauge the eighteen-footrising at midnight was taken from;also from what source prediction of amaximum height of less than seven¬teen feet, if any, was obtained?This otflee is mapping contour linesfor freshets of various heights in thelowlylng sections of the city. Theselines aro based on th« zero of thoW eather Hureau gauge, and if therois any other gauge having a zerothought to ho rclinblfi. it Is Importantthat tho difference In the height of tho
zeros be ascertained and taken Into
account in mapping tho flood planes.KDW.MUl A. KVANS.Richmond.

The Aliens and the It neon Ilrhcllloii.To the Kditor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir.- Will you allow mo ;ik a son ofthe Old Dominion to insert a few linosIn your paper." As a man who upholdsthe" right and opposes the wrong, butwith a heart of mercy, 1 must stand
on the sad side of tho scene which has
just passed. To see two men dyingwithout any mercy on the part of
our leaders, brings hack to me memo¬ries of when tills old State of ours
was under tho tyrant's reign og Gov¬
ernor Berkley. As tho men of Bacon'sRebellion woer hanged as heroes, sohas Claude Allen died a heroic death,and that without, mercy. If ClaudoAllen had taken a life, the officials of
our State havo taken two. Is not the
man who consented to these men'sdeaths Just as much of a murderer asthey? But as they are gone, theyhave gone to their haven of rest. Theyyet leave the man who launched them
uii eternity's shores to yet ask for¬giveness and probably in vain, though1 hope not, as the <>no he will havo lodeal with is a merciful God.
To deprive Claude Allen of his justmedal didn't hurt him in the least,when there are over 75,000 people andthe All Seeing who knew he Justly de¬served It.
I feel sure that every man with a

heart, It matters not where located,will agree with me. J. T. IIUGiiKS.Wlntergroen.
Mr. Illnke Replies.

To the Kdifor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir.. lu your issue of Friday last
there appeared a card from Rev. .Tames
Cannon. D. I'., superintendent of the
Anti-Saloon la-ague of Virginia, deny¬
ing tins statement published a few days
ago in the newspapers that tho Anti-
Saloon liCaguo has made an effort to
have the Hon. Carter Glass run for
Governor on the prohibition ticket, op¬
posing Hon. if. <Stuart, who is tho
only avowed candidate for the Demo¬
cratic nomination.

It mav bo true tjint the Anti-Saloon
lasagne does not hrlijg out candidates,
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but wlion tho candidates annouucothemselves for tho legislature, tlmyget busy In finding out how lliuy .stand
on tho enabling uct. This la ull Im¬portant; other qualifications uro notconsidered. If a candidate 1h opposedto this act. inattcrH not how well ouall-tied ho may be to become a legislator,tho Antl-Snloon buaicuv fights him totho last ditch. If a candidate opposedto the enabling act In nominated Intho Democratic primary. tho Anti-Saloon Dengue lines up with a so-calledindependent pledged to the enablingnet, althouKh ho may bo utterly unlitto vote on any question.l">r. Cannon says tho Anti-SaloonJjcaguo is not In politics. llow didthoy spend 518.000 last year? J.et thedoctor remember that he can fool allthe people Nome time; he can fool somepooplo all llio time, but ho can't foolull tho people all the time.
A large majority of the voters ofVirginia stand for local option, or Inother words, local self-government.My observation and experience Is.that eue Morality knows best Its ownneeds, and should bo allowed to settlethis question for Itself.
For tho past ten yearn Dr. Cannonand his Anti-Saloon Dengue have taken

up about one-third of tho tirno of eachLegislature; no wonder that our laws
r.ro so muddled that oven tho law¬
yers cannot interpret them.
And now, with tho question of pro¬hibition and woman suffrage beforethe next Legislature, what time willbe left for tho enactment of necessary

measures?
(Jod save the Commonwealth?

liEOKt; 10 M'D. liliAKE.

Memories.
In the peace enfolding twilight.When the sun Is falling low.Then my thoughts slip off their

shackles
And My back to long ago.Then my memory book, unfolding,Turns Its pages to my mind.And the scene.') all unforgotten
Are the scenes my visions And.

There's a slope of sunny hillside,Where the golden waving wheat.Waits the. coming of the reapersIn wi«* morning warm and uwoot.I can hear the swish of cradlesj As the shining grain falls low,And the plaintive darky musicI »»f the reapers in the row.

(There's a level lying meadow.
And a creek with shallows wide.Where the "mellow bugs" are dartingAnd the little minnows hide.There's a rosy winsome laddie
With a pinhook and :i line,| And a curly-headed lass!«?;lie Is ten and she Is nine.

"There! I've got him." says theladdie
"Got him!" lassie says with Joy.Me is talking of the minnow.She Is thinking of the boy.Soon tin- tishing sport is over.Dead the minnow < km) regret),Hut the lassie not tho laddie.And to-day she lias him yet

Visions sad. a rid visions cheery.Flitting pictures, «rav>; or gay,Doors unlocked to silent chambers,Joys recalled long passed away.Strains of music, voices calling.Faces dear revived to sight,These the blessings memory brings us,'mi the bosom of the night.Dlackstone. it. Il o.

Spring I'Vvrr.
l.ord. I sho Is feelin" badly!Cot sleepy kind « r feelin';Co 'way yo' all wid yo' bustle.Mi.s' *\erythin' seems gettin' busy.]:« birds an' frogs an* crows an'snakes.
If de> felt like <le way dat 1 doI >ey sho' would hush do f'jss dryma ken.
I'sft glad my appetite ain't lef me;1 s.io' kin make <le salit tly;It's 'lis yet e working hard what gits

me:
t frel so mean I might' nigh die.What's de US'- tor keep a worryln',i Diggin', scsatchln* all de time?

Why, < f yo' kaln't make a millyun,Don't go frettin' 'bout a dime
[Par's dat oh grub hoe hangln' rustyI'p In de crotch uv dat apple tiee;I got it sharpened lis' Sep I ember.

Sharp it kin stay for all uv me.
V.7. dat ole hymn, say "l.ord. I feel it."Spring's a-comln' sho enough;Iteckln I got a tech uv fever.

Dai's what make rne feel mi to<i«h
S. i; \v

ChilOsburg. Va.

QUERIES &
ANSWERS

('micturition.
Does our place quotation marks

.after the punctuation In all cases': Is
11 better to say the railway companyis or ar«* in debt? If an Interrogative
sentence end with "etc.." Is it right
to use the period after the abbrevia¬tion and the question mark after the
sentence Do you place a period after
ever) abbreviation ;t!id tn-g;ii them all
Willi capital It:iit-is'. GILKKXIE
The quotation marks having hut the

use to Inclose quoted words do not
affect tho punctuation. The singularverb Is commoner. The period belongsto the abbreviation only, and the ques¬tion should h«; closed with the hit- r-
rogation mark. All should have theperiod; many -as the one you use -arespelled with the small initial letter.

Sldnn Alien.
Can you tell trie whether Pidna Allen

was ever a student of the Universityof Virginia or a member of the Vir¬ginia Legislature? T L. s.
He was never either.

Double Elopfinrnt.
I and a girl friend are arrangingto elope with two young gentlemen,

having tlio sanction of our mothers,
and mainly to avoid the trouble of a
double wedding. Will you inform us
whether tho brides or the grooms nro
expected to pay the expenses?

MA IIV AND 1IKDEN.
Unfortunately, the etiquette of elope¬ments has not been entirely investi¬

gated, and Tew of the "social usagehooks" would probably give space tothis interesting and romantic, matter.As a question of common sense, thecosts of the expedition would naturallybo borne by tho men involved.

"Hurler'* Armory."
Please tell mo where is "Burke'sArmory." K. W.We should be really pleased to know| whether our friend is "kidding" ornot. "Burke's Armory" is not a place,but a book. It is published at inter-viiis in Knglaud, and made up ofgenealogical data of families of dis¬tinction entitled to "armor."

Mind find llodjr.
Where may I get a list of the lead¬ing colleges in the United Slates?Please state the number of diseasesthat the human body is subject to.

St'US* 'UIBKK.Write to the United States Commis¬sioner of Kduration, Washington, D. C.Nobody knows.

St. Mrmln.
Did the artist St Memin ever live.In Richmond? Did Ik do an\thing butminiatures? U10ADUK.Yes. lie had his studio for si whileat tho corner of Eleventh and Main!Not so far aa we know.

l.rgnl.
if a woman write and sign it will Inher own band, does it need to he'wit¬nessed? If witnesses are. necessarymay they be women? If a woman sellssome land and there are Judgmentsagainst her husband would tlio buyo*bo able to get ;i good title?

A SUBSCRIBER./II Such a will need not he wit¬nessed. t^) VV olllt.il w it NOSPPS !U'f !<Sgood as inerh <3) You would far bet¬tor ask a good lawyer to whom alltho facts may be stated. The char¬acter of the title which Hie wife could1 give might depend on her ago, on tho

dato of tho marriage, on whetherthere had been children born nllvo,etc., etc.

A Dwifrter.
An enlisted man deserts tho armvami abroad. How long must hestay to ho snto aKainnt punishmenton hlH return? If ho should coino badeami Hurromler, what punishment wouldho rccelvo? C. K.Ho Is liable to punishment no mai¬ler how long he defers IiIh return. Noone but tho Judaea in his cuso couldtell.

Ilyrd Vitrk.
Plonso tell ine tho shape and size ofthe hike In William Jiyrd Park.

OICNTKALLA.An tho outline of Virginia in saidto suggest a camel and thai of lta'ya boot. etc.. the outline of the lakelooks like that of a boxing glove. Itcovers about seven acre*.
Toltcii'K Sprrululloti.

1'leant) t<-ll me what wan ProfessorToUcn's Anglo-Israel speculation.
M HS. L. |i. i>.I Charles Adlel Lewis Tot ten. bornNew London, I'onti.. 1851, was educatedat Wi st Point, and lias spent most orIbis life as military instructor and In¬vestigator of explosives, ..tc., and asInquirer Into biblical <iuostlun*. Hosatisfied himself that "what became ofthe lost tribes" was that they wereIdentical with the Anglo-Saxons whooverran England, etc., and In 1890.he published ids work. "Lost IsraelKouial I;: tho A iiglo-SuxonH."

i.NcT»- York Club.
I'loase give the dato of the foundingof the University Club in New York!

rR. R. TINDlSft.1865.

The Iteniiton.
Please tell me when and where thereunion in Tennessee will be hold

..
W H. COURTNEY.At Chattanooga, May 27, 28, 20, 1913.

Views of the
Virginia Editors

The V. I'. I. mid Agriculture.The Lynchburg -\ewt*. In a recent,well-conceived editorial, discusses thosuggestion, repeatedly made hereto-fore, that the Virginia Polytcchnio In¬stitute change Its course of study andpolicy, become an agricultural school ;exclusively. After considering at
; 1-ngth both sides of the question tho iNfwh reaches the conclusion that It 'Jwould be unwise to make the change. |There are now. says the New«, 35) \student!* studying engineering, applied fscience, and only isj studying agrl- .«'ulturo exclusively, and It Is not at all fclear that the agricultural departrnont Iwould be increased by tho change.The ijueution is an Important on*, Iand a i we see It, Impossible of solu-| tion except by actual tr'.al and cxpor!-* jmerit. The institution being already {equipped to give Instruction In other j,branches than agriculture, a.id ap fparently at least, doing a good work jalong these other lines, the suggested Ichange might work other than inevl- .

table linancial losses. Unless the abol- jlshment of tlu-e.e other schools would ;enable tlie management to widen and'textend the work of the agricultural
school, u hi h 1* not at all impossible,the change would profit nothing.The V V. 1 plant, endowment, work¬
ing capital and all, makes a total hi
vestment of over $1,170,001.
The complaint rather than criticismIs often made that such an investmentshould be rr or'; fruitful of direct,

tangible resulte The owners of t:-
school, tiic people of the State, \\a:.'
to s.-o it prosper. They want Its lr:-
fiuencfl and help in the great agrlcultural Interest*. " What is taught be
»id<-s will make little difference '

only tip- agricultural interest is fo.s
tered Clinch Valley News.

i

Would Sound Alt Itlubt.
, After all. Attorrey-Ciener.nl King i
would sound al} right. M*re is hoping i

j that Clifton Forge will come Into Its
own by having one of its citizens hon¬
ored with a State office..Clifton Korg#Review.

AnsiMunl Secrctury Williams.
John Skelton Williams liar long b«ea

recognized as one of the stronz. con¬
structive factors in the business lif» jof the South. .Tu«t now we can recall ;
no ncm who, by vigor of initiative and!
brc.-idth of conception and genius of
leadership and execution, lias #lone
more to revitalize the buslne?? spiritof this section and rehabilitate tho
.stricken South of yesterday into its
magnificent industrial structure of to¬
day than tills son of Richmond, who
has been appointed Assistant Secre-

v the Trca.au; j . one of
mo*! important and responsible ppstswithin tho gift of the nation. Mr.
Williams is singularly well adapted to
render the country notable and valu¬
able service In that position. His ex¬
perience and achievements in tho world
of railroad enterprise; his successful
experience with banking affairs; h:<
deep study ^f fiscal problem" and
broad grasp upon public issues.con
hidered in connection with his un¬
usually high order of intellectual At¬
tainments, and his capacity to take hold
of big undertaking* and afford them
disposition on definite, satisfactory
lines; his high character and patriotic
purpose, strongly vindicate the wis¬
dom of his selection to tfhe «'!\co for
which he fins just been chosen. It
is. indeed gratifying to know thnt the
administration, and especially the dis¬
tinguished Secretary of the Treasury,
arc to have the benefit of the wisej]counsel and helpful co-operation of'jMr. Williams. Virginia Is honored !ri,;
the appointment; tiie nation is to bo;
congratulated, while to Mr. Williams!;.
will he extended the well wishes of,
thousands of his friends throughout;;the country..-Lynchburg News.

f1»t» Started.
Some of the town boys did a littleH

practicing In baseball Saturday. iJrpa-|
ently there will ho heard "play ball."E
"out on llrst." "take your base." "a?
tliree-bagger," "hit do ball." the boysP
"will run around tiie bases so fast thnyf
see their backs'* fwltli a mirror), and?;
of which will lie "bread and meat audi
molasses'1 t,o tiie sufferers In tiie grand jstand and along the line of battle justjbeyond the ropes..Pittsylvania Tri¬
bune. .

.'White I/Ightnln\*
"Keep your corn pure," tirgc'3 tho

Progressive Farmer. I1*or l'i these
many years a large percentage of North
Carolinians have been taking It with*
so much ap on.- drop of water, even
as a chaser..Norfolk Virginian-Pilot.

IIIn First Lodge.
Tn the proposed building of a million

dollar temple at Alexandria by thejMasons <>f this country, in honor of
George Washington, it ought to bojborne in inind that it was tho Masonic!
lodge of this city which Washington,
first joined. Would It not be more ap-
propriate to erect the proposed temple
hero?.Fredericksburg Journal.
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National State and City Bank
inv itesyou to open an
subjec t to check or at 3& interest
in its Savings Department..
CAPITAL and SURPLUS $1600000100 I


